St. Jarlath’s P.S

READING: DE-CODING SKILLS
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Your child should be attempting to use their word attack skills to read new words.  Here is a summary of the skills they should have to date.

· Look for smaller words within bigger, more difficult words 

e.g. stranded.

· Cover familiar endings such as “ed”, “ing”, “ly” and concentrate on the unknown part of the word.

· Read what comes after the unknown word to look for context clues.

· Look for clues in pictures to help both word recognition and meaning.

· Use phonics (sounds) knowledge to sound out new words.

The children need to be encouraged to make an “educated guess” at new vocabulary, using the above skills to guide them.

Finally, in order to develop good comprehension skills, I would appreciate it if you asked your child questions on the meaning of new vocabulary in the text they are reading.  Share your opinions of the book with them, so that they become aware of your interest in their books.

Good reading skills can help towards greater achievement in all subject areas.
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