St Jarlath’s Primary School


CURRICULUM INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

P3 YEAR GROUP  2020-21
ORGANISATION
In order to ensure smooth running of your child’s school day, we would ask parents to:

· Label all your child’s belongings.

· Send correct dinner money with the amount and the child’s name clearly written on the envelope.

CONTACTING THE CLASS TEACHER

If you need to contact the class teacher:
· You can send a letter in with your child.  The teacher will respond as soon as possible
· If you feel the matter is serious, or you would prefer to discuss it with the teacher face to face, then please phone the office to make an appointment or write to the teacher asking for an appointment.  Again, the teacher will see you as soon as possible.
CLASSWORK

All pupils are expected to:

· Come to school ready for work, with pencils, erasers, sharpeners, glue sticks, rulers etc. and the necessary books.  

· Be attentive and hard-working.

· Be well-mannered and abide by the school and class rules. 

In order to encourage, maintain and celebrate good manners, appropriate behaviour and hard work, we use a reward system.

· Certificates are presented at Assembly each week

· Teachers operate individual merit systems within their classes.
If a class or school rule is broken:

1. The child will receive a reminder of the rule and an indication of the consequences if the rule is not followed.

2. If the behaviour persists, the child will experience the consequence.

3. We will regularly re-visit that particular rule.
THE REVISED CURRICULUM
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

The programmes of study develop skills in three attainment targets.

Talking and Listening, Reading and Writing.  Below are the learning outcomes for pupils during this school year. We will re-visit topics in order to deepen understanding and encourage children to use these skills in all areas of their school work.

Talking and Listening: 

The children will learn to: 

· Listen attentively

· Speak clearly

· Read with expression

· Take their turn in conversations

· Ask relevant questions

· Contribute comments that develop discussions.

Reading

The children will: 

· Develop their decoding strategies, for example, sound out the initial letters or letter blends; read the sounds across the whole word; break words up into smaller parts; use context and picture cues. (See reading decoding sheet).  

· Read a variety of texts with expression.

· Learn to answer questions on their reading.

· Learn to sequence events.

· Learn to predict what might happen next. 

Writing

The writing programme will focus on:

· Handwriting – The correct formation of letters and their placement correctly on the line. 
· Creative Writing – different types of writing: fiction (e.g. stories, poetry) and factual (e.g. reports, invitations, lists, directions, notes).

· Grammar and Punctuation – children should be able to:  

(a) Use capital letters and full stops. Recognise and begin to use commas, questions marks and exclamation marks.


(b) Recognise nouns, verbs and adjectives.


(c) Identify vowels and consonants. 

(d) Correctly use a / an.


(e) Apply common endings: ed / ing / s.


(f) Understand and make use of alphabetical order. 

(g) Use an appropriate dictionary. 

(h) Understand the concept of plurals of verbs:  was / were; is / are.

MATHEMATICS and NUMERACY

The programme of study in Mathematics involves experience in five attainment targets.  These are Processes in Mathematics, Number, Measures, Shape and Space and Handling Data.  Below are the topics we will cover this year.  We will keep re-visiting certain areas to reinforce learning.

Number

· Read, write and order numbers to 100

· Addition to 99

· Subtraction within 99

· Fractions ½  ¼  

· Multiplication tables: 2, 5, 10

· Division: by 2, 4 (Practically)
· Money: amounts up to £1.00

· Solving word problems

· Odd and even numbers

· Counting up in 2s, 5s, 10s 

Shape and Space:

Recognition and knowledge of the properties of

· 2-D shapes: square, rectangle, triangle, circle, pentagon, hexagon. 

· Lines of symmetry.

· 3-D shapes: cuboid, cube, cylinder, cone, sphere, pyramid.

Measures:

· Time: o’clock; half past; a quarter past; digital and analogue expressions of time. 

· Length: 1 metre and centimetres up to 30 cm.

· Volume:  1 litre / ½ litre
· Weight: 1 kilogramme, grams

Data Handling:  

· Bar charts.

· Pictograms.

· Venn diagrams.

· Carroll diagrams.

THE WORLD AROUND US:

This area of learning, combines the separate subjects of Science and Technology, History and Geography.  Its purpose is to encourage the children to explore and deepen their understanding of our world.  It uses a topic approach, which makes connections with other areas of learning, such as English, Mathematics, Art, Music and ICT.  It focuses on developing skills that may be transferred to all learning and aims to foster in children a questioning curiosity about their environment. The topics that pupils will cover this year are: All Around Us, Animals, Winter, Bread, Pirates
RELIGION

Pupils will follow the P3 programme of “Grow In Love.” 
THE ARTS (Music, Drama and Art)

Music: Children will have experiences in composing, performing, listening and 

responding.

Drama: Children will have the opportunity to role-play and dramatise both in class    and in activity based learning situations.  
Art: 
Children will have experiences in painting, drawing, printing, 3-D work, including clay-modelling and art appreciation.

ICT (Information and Communications Technology)

Pupils will be encouraged to develop skills in word processing, data handling, publishing and the use of the internet.  They will use a variety of programmes to develop and apply their learning across the curriculum. The pupils will also gain experience of using the iPad to enhance their learning.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 


The focus will be on developing skills in games, dance, gymnastics and athletics.  We encourage sportsmanship and team co-operation.
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING (PDMU): 
There are two PDMU strands:

Strand 1: Personal Development, Health and Safety.

Strand 2: Mutual Understanding in the Local and Wider Community (Citizenship).

Our PDMU programme is aimed at encouraging each child to:

· develop personally, emotionally, socially and physically;

· lead healthy, safe and fulfilled lives;

· become confident, independent and responsible citizens, making informed decisions and responsible choices throughout their lives.

PDMU provides the opportunity to focus on emotional development, health and safety, physical activity and exercise, relationships with others and the development of moral thinking, values and action.

‘Personal Development and Mutual Understanding’ will be linked to learning in the other areas of the curriculum.
PATHS Programme will also develop PDMU
TRANSFERABLE, LIFE-LONG SKILLS

The Revised Curriculum introduces this new element, which pervades all subjects, with the intention of developing children’s skills and capabilities for lifelong learning and the world of work.

The Cross-Curricular Skills are: 

· Using Mathematics

· Using Information and Communications Technology 

· Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities

The Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities are: 

· Self Management

· Working with Others

· Managing Information

· Being Creative
· Problem-Solving

· Decision-Making 

THE REVISED CURRICULUM  

· Is a skills-based curriculum: observing, investigating, predicting, organising, interpreting, recording…

· Develops transferable life-long skills.

· Focuses on activity-based learning
ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING
· The children OWN THEIR OWN LEARNING. 

· They are actively involved in planning, setting targets, reviewing, and reflecting on what they have done.

· They develop skills in self-assessment and peer-assessment.

REPORTING TO PARENTS

The Annual Report will be sent home in June. It 

· is statutory throughout Northern Ireland.

· reports on all the ‘Areas of Learning’.

· indicates your child’s strengths and interests.

· explains how your child can further develop his/her skills.

HOMEWORK

Homework is weekly from Monday to Thursday and should take approximately twenty minutes per night.   This may contain reading, spellings, comprehension, mental maths and/or a worksheet. 

Learning Work:

· Spellings and number stories are given weekly and are tested every Friday.  Please ensure that your child learns his/her spellings/ number work every night.

· Please sign your child’s spelling/ number test each week.

Reading

Reading tasks are given on a regular basis.  We would be grateful if parents would listen to their child read and sign their reading records.  Parents should encourage their child to read as widely and as independently as possible and discuss their reading material.

Written work:

All written work should be completed to the best of the child’s ability and should be neatly presented. Parents are asked to check that homework is completed and then sign the completed work.

IDEAS FOR EFFECTIVE READING HOMEWORK

· The most effective method for improving and developing reading skills is to encourage children to read.

· Children will be more likely to read if their reading material interests them.

· Encourage your child to read fiction, non-fiction, jokes, poetry, comics etc.

· Enrol your child in the local library.

· Start the habit of getting the child to go to bed ten minutes early in order to use that time to read.

· Read to your child.

The class teacher will have prepared reading homework.  Please do not feel you have to hear every single page.  Rather encourage your child to read silently the designated pages.  Then follow some of the suggestions below to make reading homework more interesting for you and your child.

1 Ask your child to read four pages to you.

2 Choose four pages and ask your child questions about this part of the 

   story.  This will develop comprehension skills.

3 Ask your child to prepare certain pages to read aloud with expression.    

   Are they using punctuation to help them?

4 Search for nouns, verbs, adjectives, compound words or words 

   beginning with vowels in the reading.

5 Share the reading.  Take turns to read a page.  This allows you to model 

   good reading skills.

6 Ask your child to sequence the chapter or story.

7 Ask your child to retell the story in their own words.

8 Can your child describe the main character or other characters in the 

   story?

9 Pick out two or three words.  Look up their meaning in the dictionary.  

   Encourage your child to suggest other words with the same meaning 

   that the author could have used.

10 Read your own book while your child is reading their reading book 

   silently.

PRIMARY THREE STRATEGIES TO AID MENTAL CALCULATIONS

Below are some of the strategies children in Primary 3 are being encouraged to use, when faced with an adding or subtraction calculation. The focus is on developing mental maths skills and on allowing children to choose a method with which they feel comfortable and which works for them.
ADDITION
1. Always start with the larger number.

2. Put the bigger number in your head and count on.

3. Adding 3 numbers


(a) Start with the biggest number first

            Eg 8 + 6 + 3



8 + 6 = 14



14 + 3 = 17

4. Look for number pairs that you already know.


      Eg near doubles

5. Look for pairs of numbers that make 10.


    e.g. 9+2+1=                               

                 9+1=10                                   

                10+2=12                                    

SUBTRACTION

1. Put the number in your head and count back.

2. Jump backwards in 10’s.

3. Use practical resources if necessary such as hundred square, number line etc.  We want to build up confidence and enjoyment.
· Give your child time to answer (a slow ten-second count is helpful).  Increase the level of difficulty as your child’s confidence improves but always finish with easier sums.

· If your child becomes frustrated or upset, go back to calculations you know they can do.

· Only play the “game” for 5 minutes on a regular basis.  Leave them wanting more!

· Don’t forget that board games such as snakes and ladders or bingo can improve computation skills and develop understanding of numbers.
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